
3.1 Instructional design of Certificate in Craft and Design (Pottery)

Innovators: Dr Ajit Kumar
School/Division: School of Engineering and Technology (IGNOU)
Area of innovation: Instructional Design
Description of the innovation

This innovative course on craft and design (pottery) has been developed by 
the  School  of  Engineering  and  Technology,  IGNOU in  collaboration  with  Khadi 
Village Industries  Commission (KVIC). The basic  purpose behind designing  this 
innovative programme was to improve the working conditions of rural artisans and 
creating opportunities for the unemployed.   This course targets a heterogeneous 
group of learners with multilingual and highly diverse educational levels viz., the 
functionally  literate  artisans  and  the  educated  urban  group.  The  course  is  less 
theoretical and focuses more on developing the skills in the learners.  The major 
expertises  imparted  through  this  course  are  technical  skills,  design  skills, 
marketing skills, and communication skills.

Pots made by the learners
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Strategy/methodology used
 An  interactive  workshop  was  organized  for  experts  and  the  ‘awarded’ 
artisans  for  an  extensive  discussion  on  their  work  experiences,  opportunities, 
difficulties, processes and challenges. This workshop helped in the preparation of 
the syllabus and courseware.

Target audience 
This programme was designed basically for functionally literate artisans and 

educated urban youth. It was prepared for highly diverse educational levels.

Media used
For imparting the technical,  conceptual,  procedural and artistic content to 

multilingual  and highly diverse educational levels,  the various media used were 
books,  CDs,  tele-conferencing,  radio  counseling,  T.V.  broadcast,  and  practical 
training.   

Salient features of the Instructional Design
 The  real  challenge  lay  in  designing  and  developing  the  self-instructional 
material. The print material, which includes books, practical guide and workbook 
are such that a layperson can easily understand it. The beauty of the print material 
is that the theoretical concepts are explained in simple steps and is reinforced with 
pictorial  expressions,  wherever  needed.  The  language  of  the  print  material  is 
simple, bilingual (English and Hindi), with interactive dialogues and stories. The 
course is divided in small steps and stepwise explanation is given. Apart from print 
material, the non-print material includes live demonstrations, slide presentations, 
tele/radio-counseling  and  video  films.  The  practicals  are  categorized  as  Home 

practical: Design and Hand Built Pottery;  Lab practical: Wheel, Drying, Firing 
and Decoration; and Field practical: Preparation of clay at site. Field projects on 
marketing are also part of the course.
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Outcome 
    The materials have been quite successful in imparting the knowledge and 
skills to the learners. The photographs of the pots made by the learners in practical 
and examinations show its quality and the extent of learning. 

                 

More than 80% candidates appeared in the first  cycle  of  examination and 
have  scored  ‘A’  grade  (>  80%)  in  the  theory  and  practical  examinations.  The 
materials were found useful even to the artisans of other languages because of the 
extensive use of graphics, film, demonstrations etc.
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